[Local infiltration thrombolysis of arterial occlusions with tissue plasminogen activator].
Only few reports deal with local low dose thrombolysis of peripheral arterial occlusions by the infiltration technique with recombinant human tissue plasminogen activator (rTPA). We report the treatment of 45 cases (38 patients, 13 times women and 32 times men, aged 33 to 86 years). The patients suffered from thrombotic occlusions of the femoropopliteal artery (n = 39), a femoro-popliteal PTFE bypass (n = 3), a femorocrural bypass graft (n = 2) or a popliteal embolus (n = 1). The thrombus was infiltrated with 2.5 mg rTPA/hour attenuated to 30 ml normal saline solution. In the mean 7.1 mg rTPA was given. The rate of recanalisation was 76% during the days the patient stayed in hospital. The rate of recanalisation was higher (88%) in 16 cases suffering from acute arterial occlusion (< 24 hours). Even in those cases with undetectable or absent peripheral arterial runoff, therapeutic success was achieved at 92%.